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On the morning of Oct. 4, she got 
the text informing her that 
Loretta Lynn, the queen of 

country music, had died at 90. 
“About a year-and-a-half prior to her 

passing, I  was contacted by Loretta 
Lynn’s family to handle her preneed,” 
said Barker, manager, funeral director 
and embalmer of the Luff-Bowen Funeral 
Home in Waverly, Tennessee. “Our 
funeral home had serviced her family 
members before including her husband, 

Oliver “Mooney” Lynn (who died in 
1996); her daughter, Betty Sue Lynn 
(2013) and her son, Jack Benny Lynn 
(1984). 

The text came from Tim Cobb, who 
designed many of Lynn’s signature 
dresses and was her personal assistant for 
more than 30 years. “The text said, ‘She’s 
gone, come get her,’” Barker said.  

“Tim had told me that he had been 
with Loretta all  these years and he 
wanted to make sure she was protected,” 

she added. “He told me ‘I need to know 
you will be on board with this. When it 
happens, we need to be so very private. 
We don’t need anyone up here at her 
house when you are doing the removal.’” 

Barker, 31, who has been with Luff-
Bowen since 2018, was notified just 
before 8 a.m.,  and she and funeral 
assistant Jerry Wright drove to Lynn’s 
home on her ranch in Hurricane Mills, 
about a 15-minute ride from the funeral 
home, to make the removal. 

[ ]
Servicing 

the 
‘Coal Miner’s 

Daughter’
For 18 months, Lindsey Barker knew 
the minute the call or text came in, she 
would have to respond immediately. 

FUNERALS 

OF THE FAMOUS 
By Stan Goldstein

Pg. 58 FOF Loretta Lynn (Goldstein).qxp_cummings  12/22/22  9:34 AM  Page 58



American Funeral Director • January 2023                                                                                                                                           59

ABOVE: JIMI WESTBROOK, 
KIMBERLY SCHLAPMAN AND KAREN 
FAIRCHILD OF LITTLE BIG TOWN 
PERFORM ONSTAGE FOR “CMT COAL 
MINER’S DAUGHTER: A CELEBRATION 
OF THE LIFE & MUSIC OF LORETTA 
LYNN” AT THE GRAND OLE OPRY IN 
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE. (PHOTO BY 
TERRY WYATT/GETTY IMAGES FOR 
CMT) LEFT: CHILDHOOD HOME OF 
LORETTA LYNN IN KENTUCKY. 
(PHOTO CREDIT: WIKIMEDIA 
COMMONS) 
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“I  had a whole plan for how this 
would go down. I had prepared code 
words: ‘Snow has fallen in Hurricane 
Mills’ for when it did happen,” Barker 
said. “When I told my associate, Jerry 
Wright, he knew what I was talking 
about .  I  d id  not  te l l  others  on my 
staff.” 

COAL MINER’S DAUGHTER 
Lynn’s family released a statement the 

day of her death. 
Our precious mom, Loretta Lynn, passed 

away peacefully this morning, October 4th, 
in her sleep at home at her beloved ranch in 
Hurricane Mills. 

Over the course of her more than 60-
year career, Lynn, a native of Butcher 
Hollow, Kentucky, amassed 51 Top-10 
hits, with 16 reaching No. 1 on Bill-
board’s Hot Country Songs chart. She 
broke down barriers for women with 
songs l ike “Don’t Come Home a’ 
Drinkin’ (With Lovin’ on Your Mind),” 
“Fist City” and “Coal Miner’s Daughter.” 

Thanks to the 1980 film “Coal Miner’s 
Daughter,” starring Sissy Spacek (who 
won the Best Actress Academy Award for 
her performance), Lynn’s life story and 

songs were brought to an even wider 
audience. That amplified her impact on 
several generations of songwriters and 
artists in various genres including Jack 
White,  with whom Lynn made the 
Grammy-winning 2004 album “Van Lear 
Rose.” 

Lynn was recognized for her contri-
bution to American culture at the 
Kennedy Center Honors in 2003 and was 
awarded a Presidential  Medal of 
Freedom in 2013 from President Barack 
Obama. In 2015, she was named the 
recipient of Billboard’s inaugural Women 
in Music “Legend” Award. With 18 
nominations spread out over six decades, 
Lynn won three Grammy Awards, 
including a Grammy Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award in 2010. She sold more than 
45 million records worldwide. 

On Oct. 19, 2019, Lifetime aired the 
movie “Patsy & Loretta” which 
highlighted her friendship with Patsy 
Cline. The was followed by Lynn’s book 
“Me & Patsy Kickin’ Up Dust: My 
Friendship with Patsy Cline.” 

October 2020 was the 60th 
anniversary of Lynn’s first appearance at 
the Grand Ole Opry, which was 

commemorated with the unveiling of her 
statue,  only the third statue on the 
historic venue’s Icon Walk. 

FOLLOWING A PLAN 
When Barker received notification of 

Lynn’s death, she and Wright quickly 
headed out to Lynn’s home. 

“We didn’t take a hearse; we picked her 
up and drove her back to the funeral 
home in our Suburban,” she said. “When 
we got to Lynn’s home, some of her 
children were with her. We waited for 
some other family to come in to say their 
goodbyes. 

“I had never been in her home before, I 
had been to the ranch, which is a tourist 
attraction,” Barker added. “While we 
were there some celebrities did call in to 
the family. We waited for some other 
family members to come and say their 
goodbyes.” 

Barker and Wright brought Lynn’s 
body back to the funeral home about 
2:30 p.m. 

“The plan from Day One was that 
Loretta cannot be left alone,” Barker said. 
“Whenever it happened and she came to 
the funeral home, I would stay there all 
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night with her. And that’s what happened 
as we did the embalming and prep work.” 

Lynn’s casket was already in storage at 
the funeral home. Some of her staff knew 
what it was for, others didn’t. 

“The casket was picked out by her family,” 
Barker said. “We named her casket 
‘Snowball.’ It was a Batesville 16-gauge casket 
painted to match the color of Loretta’s tour 
bus – Cadillac diamond white.” 

Barker also previously had a local auto 
body artist,  Colt Flowers in New 
Johnsonville, paint Lynn’s “Coal Miner’s 
Daughter” emblem on the casket. 

“As soon as her body was in the casket, 
we then left the room and Tim Cobb 
dressed her and did her hair and 
makeup,” Barker said. “She looked like 
she could perform.” 

Lynn’s obituary, written by her publicist, 
was placed on the Luff-Bowen website that 
day. The final paragraph read: “The family 
has asked for privacy during this time, as 
they grieve. An announcement regarding a 
memorial will be forthcoming in a public 
announcement.” 

“We also posted her obituary on our 
Facebook page,” Barker said. “Our phone 
was going crazy with people asking when 

the service would be,” Barker said. “We 
told them that the family requested a 
private service.  We didn’t have any 
flowers sent to us at the funeral home, 
although there were many sent to the 
ranch.” 

To make sure there were no problems, 
the Humphrey County Sheriff’s Office 
and the Waverly Police Department had 
units parked at the funeral home.  

“We were told by the family and Tim 
Cobb that they needed to trust me and 
my staff to not take photos of the body or 
the casket,” Barker said. “To this day I 
have not seen a photo of the casket.” 

BACK TO HURRICANE MILLS 
O n  Oct .  5 ,  Barker  and Wright 

escorted Lynn’s body back to her ranch 
for two days of private memorials prior 
to her burial on Oct. 7.  

“We again took the Suburban. Sheriff 

Chris Davis escorted us back to the 
house and Tim Cobb followed behind 
us,” she said. “We got her to the house 
about  5  p .m.  That  was  the  f i rs t 
visitation for the immediate family and 
the children approving and seeing her.” 

Barker and Wright returned the next 
day, Oct. 6, at 9 a.m.  

“She was set  up in her  bedroom, 
which was massive. This was for more 
v is i tat ion  f rom fami ly  members ,” 
Barker  sa id .  “ I t  was  so  sweet  just 
looking around her bedroom, seeing 
the glass cabinets all around the wall. 
The cabinets were full of things from 
her fans. She treasured them. 

“It was open casket at the house, and 
Jerry and I were there to make sure 
none of the family members took their 
phones out to take photos,” she added. 
“Tim was very adamant, no one is to 
see her like this.” 
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THE CUSTOM-MADE MEMORIAL PROGRAM GIVEN TO ATTENDEES AT LORETTA LYNN’S 
FUNERAL FEATURED HER HANDWRITTEN LYRICS TO “COAL MINER’S DAUGHTER” AND A 
PICTURE OF LYNN AND HER HUSBAND, OLIVER VANETTA LYNN JR., BETTER KNOWN AS 
MOONEY LYNN. (PHOTOS COURTESY OF LUFF-BOWEN FUNERAL HOME)
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ABOVE: LORETTA LYNN’S GREATEST HITS 
ALBUM WAS RELEASED IN 1968. (PHOTO 
CREDIT: JUSSI/FLICKR) LEFT: LORETTA 
LYNN WITH FANS AT FAN FAIR COUNTRY 
MUSIC FESTIVAL IN NASHVILLE, TENN-
ESSEE, IN THE 1970S. (PHOTO CREDIT: 
LIBRARY OF CONGRESS) 
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On Oct. 7, Barker and Wright returned 
to the ranch and were joined by Luff-
Bowen funeral director Marlena Legg and 
associate Beth Robbins. There was another 
a private visitation for family members 
from 8 a.m. to 11 a.m. before the funeral. 

Lynn’s casket was then taken for a 
private burial  to the Lynn Family 
Cemetery located on the ranch. 

“Her husband and children are buried 
there,” Barker said. “It’s way up on a hill 
and gated. I never knew it was there. We 
had a procession, and it was about a 5-
minute ride. We had our hearse there and 
the family followed. There were about 50 
family members. 

“Pastor Daron Brown was the preacher, 
some of the family attend his church, the 
Waverly Church of the Nazarene,” she 

added. “Her twin daughters, Patsy Lynn 
Russell and Peggy Lynn, spoke. Her sister, 
singer Crystal Gayle was there also, but no 
other celebrities.”  

Custom-made memorial programs 
were given to the attendees. “It had a 
photo of Loretta and her husband 
Mooney on it, plus her handwritten lyrics 
to ‘Coal Miner’s Daughter.’ It was pretty 
neat,” Barker said.  

PUBLIC MEMORIAL SERVICE 
On Oct. 30, Country Music Television 

aired live “Coal Miner’s Daughter: A 
Celebration of the Life & Music of Loretta 
Lynn” from Nashville’s Grand Ole Opry 
House. The 90-minute tribute featured 
Lynn herself in video and recordings as well 
as songs from many country music stars. 

In her prerecorded message, Lynn said: 
To my friends, thank you for giving me 

such a great life. I have never taken it or you 
for granted. Because of you, my kids didn’t 
have to grow up poor the way I did. As a 
mother, I didn’t have to go to bed heart-
broken. What you gave me allowed me to give 
them a better life. I hope you know what a gift 
that is. I have shared my story so many times 
through my songs, through my books, 
through my movie. I have tried to give back to 
you as much as I could, even though I know I 
can’t. I could never repay you for the life and 
the love that you’ve given to me. Thank you. 
I've traveled all over the world, but I never got 
to see much, that is, except for you – my fans, 
my friends. I want you to know that I saw 
and remember every one of you. I thank you 
from the bottom of my heart. 
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LORETTA LYNN’S FAMILY ATTENDED “CMT COAL MINER’S DAUGHTER: A CELEBRATION OF THE LIFE & MUSIC OF LORETTA LYNN” 
AT THE  GRAND OLE OPRY HOUSE OCT. 30. (PHOTO BY CATHERINE POWELL/GETTY IMAGES FOR CMT) 
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Host Jenna Bush Hager noted that Lynn once said 
becoming an Opry member was “the greatest 
moment of my life.”  

“Well, tonight, even after she’s gone, she fills it 
once again,” Hagar said.  

Among the 1,500 in attendance were fans and 
invited guests including Barker and Wright who 
had VIP passes. “It was wonderful, I have never 
seen so many celebrities. It was so nice, all the 
tributes they did,” Barker said. 

The service included performances by Keith 
Urban, Tim McGraw, Faith Hill, Alan Jackson, 
Little Big Town, Brandi Carlile, George Straight, 
Wynonna Judd, Jack White and Darius Rucker.  

Lynn’s  granddaughter ,  23-year-old  Emmy 
Russell, joined Willie Nelson’s son, Lukas Nelson, 
to duet “Lay Me Down,” a song that Lynn and 
Willie Nelson duetted on her 2016 album, “Full 
Circle.” Video tributes were given by Taylor Swift, 
Reba McEntire, Dolly Parton, Kacey Musgraves, 
Miranda Lambert and Kid Rock. 

Swift offered her gratitude to Lynn “for being an 
example for songwriters everywhere, but most 
specifically female songwriters … She was so 
ahead of her time.” 

QUITE THE EXPERIENCE 
Looking back,  Barker is  proud of  the work 

everyone at  Luff-Bowen,  which services  120 
families a year, did. 

“I felt it was like handling the Queen’s funeral, 
because Loretta Lynn is the queen of country 
music,” she said. “The difference that was made 
with her and the other families we service, there 
was no difference, we service them all to the nines. 

“The biggest thing that sat with me, she is a 
famous person,” Barker added. “Yet,  just l ike 
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THE PROGRAM FROM “COAL MINER'S DAUGHTER: A CELEBRATION OF THE 
LIFE & MUSIC OF LORETTA LYNN” AT THE GRAND OLE OPRY HOUSE. (PHOTO 
COURTESY OF LUFF-BOWEN FUNERAL HOME)
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herself, her family is as down to earth as 
it gets, not hoity-toity celebrity. They 
are people just like us, and they are to 
be served just like any other family we 
serve.  There was a prearrangement 
with the family that was prefunded. 
Even celebrities prearrange.” 

For Barker, handling Lynn’s service 
a lso  brought  her  fu l l  c i rc le  to 
something she said when she was 18 
and starting mortuary school at John A. 
Gupton College in Nashville. 

“We had to introduce ourselves and I 
said my goal was to bury a celebrity,” 
she said. “I have done what I set out to 
achieve.  

“I still talk to members of Loretta 
Lynn’s family,” Barker added. “I have 
grown close with some of them, and I 
love them. I made some new friends in 
this whole process.” •
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ABOVE: (FROM LEFT) JERRY WRIGHT, MARLENA LEGG, LINDSEY BARKER AND BETH ROBBINS OF THE LUFF-BOWEN FUNERAL HOME 
HANDLED LORETTA LYNN’S FUNERAL OCT. 7. (PHOTO CREDIT: KIM HARVEY) OPPOSITE PAGE: LORETTA LYNN PERFORMS AT THE SOUTH 
BY SOUTHWEST MUSIC FESTIVAL IN 2016. (PHOTO CREDIT: WIKIMEDIA COMMONS)
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